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1IT-Delhi to study crashes

on Jaipur-Gurgaon highway

JAYA SHROFF BHALLA M NEW DELHI
he Ministry of Roads, Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) has instituted

‘a team of engineers from the Indian

Institute of Technology-Delhi to study

the serious road crashes on t‘t’xlen ZCgO-hn

Jaipur-Gurgaon highway, which saw

close to 3,000 roatclilgagcidents in 2011.
On Monday, MoRTH Minister

Oscar Fernandes ed off a crash

investigation vehicle, deployed by the

National Automotive Testing research

and Development Infrastructure

Project (NATRIP), for scientific inves-

tigation of serious road accidents on

this stretch by a team headed by IIT

Professor Anoop Chawla.

a project sanction ini o

and Public Enterprises
in association with NATRIP. The data that
we finally get from will be further
used for enhancing m ical safety of

R e B

Fernandes, who also launched the pilot

project for cashless treatment of accident

THIS STUDY WILL ALSO HELP
ESTIMATE THE COLLISION
SEQUENCES, ESTABLISH
PARAMETERS THAT BEST FIT
THE DAMAGED VEHICLES,
DATA FOUND AT THE SCENE
AS WELL AS RECORD
WITNESS STATEMENTS

AND DEPOSITIONS

victims on the stretch, where victims will
receive a maximum amount of Rs 30,000
for free treatment.

“It is extremely essential to estab-
lish a safe environment system to
reduce road crashes. Before that, it is
essential to track and study the vehi-
cle crashes ing on the road,” said
Vijay Chhibber, secretary, MoRTH.

upB-c)J,:s(en:hgxdy crash the:c&)Tnstrucﬁon and
an s ‘
try and analyze the wxsesmci'%nmacddent
occurrence, and the mechanism of vehi-
cle damage as well as human injury. This
will help them propose safer designs to
vehicle manufacturers, improve safety

will

devices on vehicles, and also give us ideas
to improve road conditions,” he said.
According to officials, this study
will also help estimate the collision
sequences, establish parameters that
best fit the damaged vehicles, data
found at the scene as well as record wit-
ness statements and depositions. “The
crash data collection and reconstruc-
tion by the IIT engineers will be used
to improve vehicle crashworthiness and
improve safety of road users,” said

- another senior official from MoRTH.

The Minister also launched a toll-
free number 1033 to report accidents
across the country. Further, he
announced the setting up of a 24X7 call
centre to receive information about
accidents and deploy the nearest ambu-
lance i GPS device.
“The development of the National
Ambulance Code and cashless treatment
of road accxdentﬂv‘icctin;ﬁwould make 2
major impact on safety scenario
of the country,” said Fernandes. =~

He expressed concern over the high
incidence of road accidents and resul-
tant fatalities on the stretch.
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C-DAC hits back at 11T Delhi

Monday, Jul 29, 2013, 23:55 IST | Agency: DNA

After its portal to coordinate admissions to 11Ts and NITs could not be utilised this year, the Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) has accused the IIT Delhi of sabotaging its plan to alleviate the
problem of vacant seats in these institutions.

The C-DAC was developing a common portal to host data of all rounds of seat allocation of 11Ts and NITs that
would help prevent engineering aspirants from holding seats in both the institutions, simultaneously, at the time
of admission.

The director of C-DAC has written to the chairman of the board of governors of IIT Delhi and the union HRD
ministry protesting the statement made by IIT Delhi’s HC Gupta who held C-DAC partially responsible for the
plan falling through.

dna has reported earlier this month that the 11Ts had decided to drop the proposed exercise because of the C-
DAC’s delay in developing a fool-proof software. Professor Gupta, who is the organising chairman of JEE-
Advance this year, had said that the software was not prepared with enough time to test it, which is one of the
reasons why the proposal was dropped.

In a strongly worded letter sent to the chairman of the board of governors of IIT Delhi, C-DAC director Rajat
Moona has held Gupta’s non-cooperation responsible for the failure of the plan. In the letter, a copy of which is
with dna, Moona said the organising chairman of JEE Advance was not forthcoming on giving any inputs to the
common portal, both on its design and other feedback.

According to Moona, the common portal, being developed by C-DAC, was ready by July 2, which was almost a
week before the deadline, but the software could not be tested because of Gupta’s refusal to provide seat
allotment data.

In his defence, Gupta said he was just following what had been decided by the Joint Admission Board of the
IITs. “The JAB had said that the first round of the counselling for the NITs would only begin after the IIT’s first

round is over. How could I share any material before July 8 (when the first round was scheduled to get over)?”
he said.

Intel selects 11T Delhi for 5G project worth Rs 16
crore

(http://www.indiancolleges.com/education-news/Intel-selects-11T-Delhi-for-5G-project-worth-Rs-16-crore/4655)

ntel has chosen Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi) as one of the universities to develop 5G or
Fifth Generation Technology.

IIT Delhi was the only university from Asia that was chosen.

It’s estimated that Intel is pumping around USD 3 million (approximately Rs 16.30 crore) into the project.
Verizon is the industry partner for the venture.


http://www.indiancolleges.com/education-news/Intel-selects-IIT-Delhi-for-5G-project-worth-Rs-16-crore/4655
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As it takes around 10 years for each generation, chances are that you will only be able to use 5G on devices in
around 2020.

What will 5G mean for you?

There’s no fixed concept of what 5G actually but it will result in higher speeds with better coverage for you.
Battery life is expected to last longer than it does with 4G and a higher number of devices will be supported.
The other universities in the project include:

University of Southern California

New York University

Princeton

Stanford

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Texas at Austin
University Fabra Pompeu

Purdue University

Cornell

University of California at Los Angeles
Rice University

Macquarie University

IIT-Bombay to urge college students to kick the butt

Toi Mumbai

MUMBAI: To encourage youth to quit smoking, Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay's annual technical
festival has launched a no-smoking campaign-'ISmoke-1 support the movement to kill cancer'-in association
with the Indian Cancer Society. The pan-India drive will visit 50 colleges in 12 cities and involve a signature
campaign from January 3-5, 2014.

College students will be asked to write something about the drive. Two dummies will be used -a pink pair of
lungs and the other a black cigarette, signifying that it is burnt. Sticky notes will be pasted on the cigarette.
Students will have to peel it off, turn it over to the white side and sign on it. They will then be told to stick the
note on the cigarette with the white side on display. Gradually, it will turn white as if unused, conveying that if
cigarette is not burnt, lungs stay healthy.

"Smoking is like a chain reaction and it will get bigger and harmful if it is persistent. Fortunately, the same goes
with an anti-smoking or quit smoking attitude, it is passed on to others and will spread if right measures are
taken," said DivyamBansal, techfest manager (media and marketing). A lecture will be delivered in each of the
50 colleges by a doctor on the harmful effects of smoking.

An android application is also developed to provide information on cancer hospitals of India, medication
reminder and will have an "ask a query" feature, wherein the Indian Cancer Society will answer questions.

The campaign will also be popularized via '‘Doodle’. Students will be photographed with a message and the
picture will be circulated on social networking sites. "This will also have a great impact as nowadays social
networking has become a must and such things can be made viral very quickly,” said Bansal.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Cancer
http://timesofindia.speakingtree.in/topics/health/smoking
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Android

Page 5 of 12

IIT B LAUNGHES
ANTI-SMOKING
CAMPAIGN

HT Correspondent

B htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: IIT Bombay’s annual
technical festival Techfest,
patronised by UNESCO and
UNICEF, has launched its cam-
paign ‘ISMOKE - I Support the
movement to kill cancer’ in asso-
ciation with ICS (Indian Cancer
Society), with a vision to get
youngsters to quit smoking. The
campaign was inaugurated by
Amrita Rao on Monday at IIT
Bombay during the freshmen
orientation.

According to the festival’s
organisers, the campaign will
span the whole country cover-
ing around 50 colleges in 12 cities
- Mumbai, Pune, Surat, Kolkata,
Bhubaneswar, Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Delhi, Jaipur,
Nagpur, Indore and Nashik. It
will involve a signature cam-
paign and a ‘doodle’ project.
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" HRD ministry wants
NET to be outsourced

Akshaya Mukul | TNN

New Delhi: The HRD minis-
try wants UGC’s prestigious
National Eligibility Test
(NET) — in the news for
wrong reasons ranging from
mismanagement to asking
sexist questions — for lec-
turer’s job to be outsourced.

On Wednesday, the UGC
would consider the minis-
try’s proposal in its full com-
mission meeting. Sources
said, “The ministry wants a
serious review of NET. Ev-
ery year more and more
complaints are coming.
Moreover, there is a need to
review theentire systemand
outsource thetesttoaprofes-
sional body” The UGC has
already constituted a two-
member panel to carry outa
comprehensive review of
the NET, including format-
ting of examination and
support system.

But what could turnacri-
monious in the UGC meet-

The UGC has
constituted a
two-member panel
to carry outa

comprehensive

review of the NET
ing is Delhi University's
four-year :
programme (FYUP) and
possibility of it being adopt-
ed by other universities
from the next academic

year. “FYUP is not only

about DU. It’s a big policy in-
tervention and cannot be ex-
tended to other universities
without proper discussion,”
one member said.

At least three UGC mem-
bers told TOI they would ask
as to why the Commission
did not let members raise
the issue in the last meeting
but within a few days later
appointed a panel to oversee
FYUP in DU. What has irked
one member is that despite
his written request to con-

undergraduate.

sider FYUP the minutes of
Commission’s meeting did
not reflect it. The member
had protested to UGC chair-

person Ved Prakash, asking:

him as to why his request
was not placed before the
commission. “Is it appropri-
ate?” he asked, adding that
in case the UGC decided not
to accede to the request
should that not been made
part of the minutes. He had
also asked what purpose set-
ting up of a committee by
the UGC would serve.
Another member M M
Ansari had also written a let-
ter to Prakash stating that set-
tingup of acommittee “tanta-
mounts to interfering in the
internal functioning of the
university” He had also said
UGC’s action of setting up a
committee could be inter-
preted that in future the Com-
mission without due deliber-
ation can approve the launch
of degree/diploma pro-
grammes of any duration.



UTKARSH ANAND
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

HE battle between
Datawind and IIT-
Jodhpur over the

Aakash tablet has reached the
Supreme Court.

Datawind has alleged that
the IIT “illegally” encashed
the Rs 50 lakh bank guaran-
tee as compensation for dam-
ages it suffered due.to the
Canadian firm’s failure to de-
liver the tablets on time, and
pleaded with the court to ap-
point an arbitrator to resolve
the dispute.

Justice S S Nijjar admitted
Datawind’s petition and is-
sued a notice to the IIT to re-

Indian Express ND 30.07.2013 P-10

Canadian firm takes lIT
to SC over Aakash deal

spond to it within four weeks.
The firm claimed in its pe-
tition that “no losses were sus-
tained by the IIT and that the
petitioner was not even paid
its dues for supply of LCADS
already supplied to them. In-
vocation of the bank guaran-
tee was totally fraudulent and
illegal. It was the respondent
whose omission and actions
delayed the entire project.”
The company also con-
tended that it had sent a no-
tice to the IIT in December
to appoint a retired high court

~ judge as an arbitrator, in ac-

cordance with their agree-
ment of April 4,2011, but the
institute did not even care to
respond.

Datawind asserted that
since it was incorporated un-
der British law, arbitration with
the ITTwould be international
commercial arbitration and,
thus, require the Chief Justice
or his nominee to appoint a
high court judge or a retired
SCjudge as an arbitrator.

The dispute dates back to
April 2011 when the IIT
placed a Rs 4,772 lakh order
for 100,000 Low Cost Access-
cum-Computing Devices —
better known as Aakash -with
Datawind.

However, soon after the
firm supplied the first 500
tablets, the IIT rejected them
as defective - in the quality of
sound, ability to hang and
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swing them from charger
port cable, loose flap and
other such.

Datawind termed the re-
jection as arbitrary and
claimed that the II'T’s role was
limited to procuring the tablet
and there was no input in
sterms of design, creation or
manufacture of the tablet.

This triggered a conflict
that not only forced the HRD
ministry to intervene several
times but ultimatelyled to the
Aakash project being trans-
ferred to IIT-Bombay.

IIT  Jodhpur  and
Datawind, meanwhile, are
also slugging it out in a Jodh-
pur court over the institution’s
civil suit for damages.



Tharoor plays safe, lets V

Medha Roy Prakasam | TN

New Delhi: Shashi Tharoor,
minister of state for human re-
source development, attended
the first Vidyarthi

Times of India ND 30.-7.2013 P-8

Apart from Tharoor, the
university was represented by
Singh,JMKhurana(dean, stu-
dents’ welfare) and the proctor,
Satwanti

centre in North Campus, was

attended by about 300.
Another student, Saurabh,

spoke about how the election

ok 2 4 B 4 3
Shashi Tharoor with DU vice-chancellor Dinesh Singh

pointing” and have become
more about contestants
“throwing pamphlets out of

food to buy votes. Tharoor
agreed this was an “outra-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

“NEW DELHI, JULY 29

XPRESSING  con-
cernover the sky-high
cut-offs for admission

terand DU Vice-Chancellor Di-
nesh Singh answering parents’
and students’ questions. A stu-
dent of Campus Law Centre ex-
pressed displeasure at the man-
ner inwhich electoral L.nmpulgm

to  underg

courses in Delhi University, Min-
ister of State for Human Re-
source Development Shashi Tha-
roor on Wednesday said “the
prevalcnce of cut-offs™ was one
of the issues which afflicts the
university.

‘Tharoor said this “unidimen-
sional“selecﬁonpnmss"isdmn-
aging the spirit” of colleges. “In
mynme,thercwasmswhpohq
In fact, most of the

rried out in the
—with* pamphlclsbunglhmwn
from BMWs".

Talking about the time when
he was the president of St
Stephen’s  College students’
union, Tharoor said, “When I
contested an election for St.
Stephen’s College, we had no
budget, we used to campaign
from door to door..."

Adding that the msnmu of

students had third division, but
they were outstanding musicians,
writers and sportspersons... All-
round quality was what the col-
lege was looking for.”
However, Tharoor also
spoke about the helplessness of
the university and the colleg

d throwing pamy
from BMWs were outrageous,
Tharoor said it also marked a vio-
lation of the Lyngdoh Commit-
tee guidelines.

Most queries at the event
were directed at the university

admmmmmn The qugnc ere
bl

in bringing about a change in
the admission policy based on
cut-offs.

“Personally, Lam not a fan of
cut-offs, But the courts have
mandated this policy of cut-offs.
Today, colleges have no flexibility
on the matter. The hands of the
colleges and the university are
tied by the court ruling,” he said.

Tharoor was addressing stu-
dents of Delhi University in
North Campm dunng an event

1 by Delhi U ity's

g p in seeking
.nlmm n and examination-re-
lated issues.

According to a parent, his
daughter, despite securing admis+
sion at DU’s Central Institute of
Education, might have to forgo
herseatas her graduation results
had not been declared. “There
are at least 50 students from Delhi
University, many from School of
Open Learning, who are facing
problems in getting a postgradu-
ate seat in Delhi University be-

Students’ Union and National
Students' Union of India.

When asked about the need
for opening more colleges, Tha-
roor saidwhile the number of col-
leges have increased over the
years, “every initiative was being
taken" onthe issue. There are 14

cause the ity has not de-
clared their admission result.
The last date for submitting
the marksheetsat CIE is July 31,"
Shri Kishan, a parent, said.
Answering another query
about colleges denying admis-
sion to students even though
they made the 5 -offs and met

new universities for h
innovation, which will be cslab-
lished if the pending Education
Bills are passed in the Parlia-
ment, hesaid on the sidelines of,
the event.

The event also saw the minis-

the additi ibility criteria,
DU V-C Dinesh ﬂmgh smd Wn.
have received

eampaisnsarevery“d_isap

geous way of campaigning.”

theirBMW’s” and offeringfree  “When I campaigned, I had no

Indian Express ND 30.07.2013 P-2

Sky high cut-offs a problem for DU: Tharoor

MEETING STUDENTS B Says unidimensional selection process damaging spirit of colleges, but varsity can't change process
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face bouncers

budget,” he said.
Tharoor also refused to an-
swer a question on students
from the northeast beingmade
to study Hindi, saying, “These
questions are regarding uni-

. versity level policies” and “the

ministry should not interfere
in academic prerogatives.”
Singh, said that there is an ad-
ditional course called Indian
Literature which can be taken
in place of Hindi and that it
might have “passed her by”.

In fact, Tharoor seemed to
have little to say about most of
the issues. After the end of the
session hesaid, “Thisisnotthe
right place for the ministry to
poke itsnose, but lam happy to
hear your problems”.

‘ IN MY TIME...
MOST OF THE
OUTSTANDING
STUDENTS HAD THIRD
DIVISION, BUT THEY
WERE OUTSTANDING
MUSICIANS, WRITERS
AND SPORTSPERSONS...
ALL-ROUND QUALITY
WAS WHAT THE
COLLEGE WAS
LOOKING FOR ,,
SHASHI THAROOR
Minister of State for Human Resource
Development

MoS HRD Shashi Tharoor
(centre) and DU V-C
Dinesh Singh (right) after
attending a programme
organised by the DU
students’ union on
Monday. TASHI TORGYAL

Medical post grad entrance: Delhi state quota
valid for DU, IP varsity students, says HC

ANEESHA MATHUR
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE Delhi High Court has or-
dered that the Delhi state quota
seats in the postgraduate
courses in both Delhi University
and IP university will be open to
students who have studied
MBBS from cither university

against five of the 65 collegcs in
the university. An inquiry com-
mittee has been set up to look
into the matter.”

and ob rank in
the merit list in the National El-
igible-cum-Entrance Test for
Post-Graduate Courses (NEET-
PG), 2012, conducted by the Na-

tional Board of Examinations.

The court of Justice V K
Jain issued the order on a plea
by a student who had completed
MBBS from a mu]iul college
under the DU, nst a policy of
both DU and lhu Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University
(GGSIPU) to admit their own
students into the postgraduate
courses under the Delhi state
quota.

According to the bulletins of
information for admiss re-

students who passed fmal
MBBS or BDS exa

had claimed lhai lhc exclusion
was ional, being vi-

from IP University are not eli-
gible for admission to the post-
graduate medical courses in
Delhi Umvuslry Similarly, IP
University stipulates that only
medical graduates of IP Univer-
sity are eligible for admission to
its postgraduate courses.

The two students had stud-
ied MBBS under DU and had
cleared NEET. then failed toget

dmission into IP Uni

leased by the two universities,

In their plea, the students

olative of Article 14 of the Con-
stitution since it defeats the
principle of meritocracy and ex-
cludes persons who are similarly
situated and have passed MBBS
from the same state — Delhi”.

IP University had claimed
that institutional preference had
been allowed by the Supreme
Court through various deci-
sions. The High Court noted
that the same conditions did not
exist in Delhi.

“Lam of the view that 50 per
cent of the total seats for PG
medical course available in IP
University, under the state
quota, should be filled purely on
the basis of the ranks obtained
by the candidates, who passed
their qualifying examinations ei-
ther from DU or from IP Uni-
versity and the remaining seats
should be filled from amongst
the medical graduates of IP Uni-
versity alone. This direction
would apply to reserved and un-
reserved seats,” the court said.
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Coaching centres:
SC to examine PIL

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE SUPREME Court Mon-
day decided to examine a PIL
demandingstrict regulation of
“unrecognised” private coach-
ing centres that have mush-
roomed across the country.

A Bench, led by Justice KS
Radhakrishnan, asked advo-
cate Deepak Prakash, appear-
ing for PIL petitioner Students
Federation of India, to give a
copy of the petition to the Cen-
tre’s counsel for a response,
and posted the matter for hear-
ing after three weeks.

In its PIL, the CPM’s stu-
dentwing claimed unregulated
coaching centres caused finan-
cial burden on students and
parents, and also created psy-
chological pressures, besides
violating the CBSE and Right
to Education guidelines.

It highlighted that the Rs
35,000-crore coaching business

was expected to grow by more
than Rs 75,000 crore by 2014-
15, as per the Crisil Report. The
fee charged by coaching cen-
tres is arbitrary, causing huge
financial burden on parents,
said the petition, adding that
private coaching institutes is-
sue false and misleading adver-
tisements, using the names and
photographs of successful stu-
dentswithout their permission.

Attinies, one topperis claimed

to have been trained by more
than one institute. The PIL
stated that 50 students commit-
ted suicide in 2011 in Kota, Ra-
jasthan,which is now a hub.

Seeking an explanation on
the government’s reluctance to
regulate coaching centres, the
PIL questioned whether the
syllabus prepared by the Cen-
tral and state education boards
were not good enough to meet
the standards of entrance ex-
aminations conducted for IT'Ts
and medical colleges.
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This group of
Facebook engineers
fromits US
headquartersspenta
weekin Indiatocrack
threebig questions
facingthe company:
how to hook its next
onebillion users, how
tokeepthemthere
and howto master
themobile?

Shelley Singhreports

HEN it comes to his own
communica 7
Greg Marra likes to keep
Apple
5and a Nexus 4 Android
phone are constant com-
3 panions. But earlier this
mmmm ‘back
R S S
2 ,300 to 24,500,
from thevery! an i
‘There was a Lava Iris 349, a Micromax X272, an
IAAIAMnNok:;M.lwm e
‘handsets was
classwork for Marra and’ ﬂbwm

z‘mmmmwmm:nhm
28 years,
roduct man. t H 5
g agers—stopped at Hyderabad,

2 and Agra, and
enroute the last two towns. o
The random

m&h:mmm?m ";:
' m; mll'. click
-mmmmwm hn:‘::thvun

did m;muu.wmmmiuy.«m

their judiced question,
T
tothis: if these people o T
they | them there? And if they were on
, how they make!
time on it? They were looking to identify real-
Itall revolved around the dozen they
had picked up at the start of their week, from
the world, the number of us-
ers on is close to saturated,” says
the next billion new users are
goingto g
“We are starting to
divide the experience
~what you getona
Lava will be different
from what you get on
aSamsung or Apple.
We overcome these
BG5S challenges by having
different
Facebook Facebook

Economic Times ND 30.07.2013 P-22

What these
7 Facebook
Engineers Did

Rolg
Ballan, ¢
Product

14% “I

Pt T S

*Facabook coounder chairman & CEG
theresults. Facebook is Targeting

Magdois Emerging Markets...
con-
Jisting. If o

aredoing Isthe future. 3

They are looking for the code to crack three
mmumahcinluu world's largest soci %

bulhn!nnnnn.l
Mmummln:mﬁll}’nnum how to hook itsnext

entversions of Facebook,” says Marra.

smart phonel. feature phones, kQ!mlmkl. npp.

1Phone app, W) app, Bla
phones, When a user logs on to Facebook, its| hnck-

..and Increase Growth
M Revenues (S mn) M Net profit ($ mn)

an.u.imhtrdlarmmerbuu isa PC-driven
Mx,ﬂmmmlhm-nyomzrmun-

try, isamobile-
“For Fneobook, lhc challenge of access to the
lnrnr population is not only in India, but the
smgrgln; world—from Asia to Africa to
th\n America,” says Ashvin Vellody, partner,
ons\llklnl. KPMG India, an uudll
and professional services firm. “India provides
an ideal ruumh and trial ground for Internet
accessand; ing scale with diversity."
So, those dozen handsets are headed for the
F-nehook Llhrary at its US headquart
be kept xmconmmr like the ones
used to kee‘p in the company, they call
them ‘bins’—and stacked onshelves. Alanynoim
n&u#mmmm in these bins.
at

global network environments—1G, 2G, 3G, WiFi,
4G,LITE. “At the library, our engineers get an op’
perat-
ingsystems, styles, models, memorynndnelwnrk
environments,” says Marra. “Every month, we
comeout withanew version of the app. Things we
learn help us upgrade.”

Focus On Basic Phones
At a time when phones are becoming better by
/, Facebook is looking to swim in the other
dirocnon—(owurdt bualc phones and feature
phones that have hmly disappeared in the
‘Western world. “Four things need to converge
tomake the Internet and a Facebool
good on a phone: chip speed, number of cores,
mobile networks and software,” says Khalid
Zamir, associate vice-president, mnnumclurlnz.
'Videocon Mobile Phones. “With each newer ges
eration of phone, this convergence is imj rvvlnu
lnd by2014, Itwﬂlbe possible togetalaptop kind

Accordlnl to l.umnh Kartagadda of Google

tommphmel “A¥3,000 smart-phone in three
yunwinhmtheamecompmme:sutmooo

smart-phone today,” says the country
ucts, Google India, “That wil take dare of some
of the hardware challenges like clicking high-

Marra says the rate at which Facebook is grow-
ingand tlm arc of its progression to mohm me
time is now. The company is adding 100 million
subscribers in lnylhlnz between four to seven
months, including about two million new usersa
‘month in India. “With lh.ll kind of growth, each
‘month s pretty longfor usand we can't wait for de-
viculni.mw\wn he says. “Also, in India, people

years, sowe
havamlocumlnw-exddwmuwau »

That reading might have credence, given
the Internet usage numbers of Bharti %l:(:&

a

of!

users, 25 million are regular users. But of this,
only 5 million access Internet on 3G networks,

while the rest use 2G or basic-feature phones.

Bharti has just. rolhd uul m nelwnrlu in wm:
, butonly a handful —like {Ph
5, HTC1 lnismnmu Glhxy Note 2— suppon
these superior Int

In Hyderabad, Mnrn —each rep-
raunﬂn. some npoct oi Pncehook. like news

eerlnt time lmz/ru:nns with students at

the Women's College ln lyde: bad University.
T officials of hay panies (Nnkh
M nndhv-)mdmobll&servlcecm
nies (Bharti Airtel).

)

Elsewhere, they met villagers and students
in organised meetings. They struck conversa-
tions with strangers to glean insights about
what Indians do with mobiles. “For instance,
ice and FM radio use is popular,” says Kevin
D'Souza, country growm manager, Facebook
ures, but don't know how
m:.!unthsmorwhlnodow\tmhm Lotofprob-

todevicelimitations.”
KlmvddlelGooﬂebeliaves(heﬁpwween
ardware and software is narrowing, and the
greater chnupnn to reach the next billion in
Internet users is language giving a visually-
richexperienceon entry-level phones. “The hard-

For mmpl.. ﬂ - feature phone has a low-res-
olution scree will not send it hllh-
resolution mnhin “Features that don’t m:
mue n]utrmm. says Marra. So, n‘aﬁu

re phone does not support GPS, the user won't
be offered features like ‘nearby’ (a map-based

years back. Devices will improve,” he says. “But
for users, youneed mmhu\dwidm onentry-level

delivered and asimple user ints e face.”

Adds Vellody of KPMG: “Facebook needs to fo-
cus on models that encourage wider adoption.
That includes dialects and devices to signifi-
cantly impact adoption.” Facebook is available
in nine Indian languages, using translition

scheme of things, the centrepiece for the answers location search). Likewise, if a user is on a 2G or unzuagu as per demand. “Facebook on desk-
to those questions is Indfa—which hnup-um o S top and laptops was primarily in English,” says
become its biggest user base within P downloading every thing at full resolution. “But D’Souza. “Most existing users prefer English,
and i That's why b aefond euo®® (g iFi, A YeSDUBE bt we are seeing a shift on mable, with locai
Eight Versions Of Facebook ® EDoME, Ads Will Follow Users
Even as pre- India, Its Global Lab According to D'Souza, though Facebook has 78
dware, expensive Jaos Marrs. TheUs million users in India, this i less than 10% of the
of users will %ol ter and slice itsofferings more fnely, much be- _ s postpaid lndlaupnp.m issingle- ~ country’s mobile user population. “That's why the
In its first-quarter results, hrmmph 189 mil- SIM, India is multiple-SIM. 'nmusnmred-u focuson local inniovation,” he adds. For
lion of its 1.1 hmu;\‘:‘_mb:;’: its users— finely Facebook m]on l'sell toauser’s dovice and} o n example, last year, it installed a dedicated key for
accessed Facebook onmol high Xndh little. The
Interestingly, an increasing number of these ~£0 Stretch Metrics e (b the USh 100mbps, (325 ser
mohmmy ‘users are coming from ems iny com| India is still me 2G. lm)mmu Facebook on feature phones. This
mmuk h'r\:h tydm’:“ ’rn:m: to DeveloDed Market il Inasense, mda:.w g February, LS ¥
lackBerrys. y are Inmnz on ulhu vary- sta rds 1t's easier nlquuoﬂ?MC" packs
ing grades of basic trylcvn! ndards... computers, where there er room for For inUS
smartphone. “The| big uchnlc-l hall active users as tems and about five web hruwurs. andlimited andCanada, of the day).
what a $600 Android phone can do and wlm % of monthly active users) pany'- revenues in 2012, 47% of It'sbeen doi things at a global level
a$40 Android device can do," says Marra, who problem amplifies as types. ofdmou upmnng two countries is on Facebook. That  as well. In 2011, it launched ‘Facebook for every
left Google to join Plﬂm about a year ago.  go- systems, browsers, memory and networks spay ngure for Enrwe. another major market cur- phone’, for 2G networks. Last week, this service
s AL y B mD ofdifferent combinations. y, is 36 mm B users i countries ke India,
Facebook experfence.” 60524 Facebook By enmpmm 1% of Mexico, Vietnam, Indonesiaand Br
Onatop-of-the-line phone, "m\lﬁl(prmunr hulnmnkammmunhlaunlbwumtvw m"mrldls%.W!

o of phones, with numerous variations. A 'velopment is a barrier for people in these geogra- lﬂndUs,CmmnmEumpe,hnlmmnmm
high resolution imagesand multt task. Butat the 5 l- Even as it moves the pieces to mon-
lower end, wh example, in India, country head

Between o wnmcodaandmuurmterﬁul Facebook uuslnglndhlauehwnm Kirthiga Reddy is reportedly in the process of re-
\ Ll 'S market is about handsets that cost $600, ness that aqu isation process. China ad to Mumbai, ostensibly
those two extremes, there's a whole ”“ nﬁ alisatic Chi hthn locating from Hyderabad to Mumba ibl;
Facebook is trying to be relevant to all three wl“ o W wmm India is about less than $50 (¢2,500). “The  world's most but Facebook is o be closer t d itis
uu-b{ offering each of them a different new in- . e e e struath %
3 e experi- & amonoj situation, they are
VougetonaLavaphone  AVEFage revenue per user (s)

wulbedlﬂermtkomwhltywptnns.mlm
or Apple.”

full feature-rich Facebook site, complete
vmh lnuuon services and video uuh\my.
munbh ' On sub-¥5,000 phones, like a

mhdllnlhnhd,lﬁlhobcaﬂmﬁumru
‘videos and list

“For Facebook, the challenge of access is not only
in India, but the whole emerging world—from Asia
to Africa to Latin America. India provides an ideal
research and trial ground for Internet access and
managing scale with diversity”

ASHVIN VELLODY partner, management consulting, KPMG India

not too bothered about advertising,” says Rahul
Khanna, managing director, Canaan Partners,
aventure fund. Adds Asheesh Raina, research
, Gartner: “With afocuson feature phones,

Facebook is hrgalmg the masses. Advertisers

will come. They just need to focus on scale and
that’s what they are doing.” Especially on the
‘mobile, with Indiaas theirlab,
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